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THE 


GRAND PIRATE 


Or the LIFE and DEATH of 


Captain GEORGE CUISACK. 


H E World hath been long en- 
= tertained with Accounts of Hygh- 
N waz-men and Land-Robbers, bat 
, Piracies and Sea-Robbers being 
for the moſtpart either under the 
guard & proteCtion of ſome States, 
that avowedly drive this infam- 
ous Trafhck, as they of: Algiers 
and da/tey do, or on the pretence 
of a Commiſſion from ſome Prince engaged in a War 
with his Neighbours ; therefore it 1s hoped that the fol-' 
lowing Account ſhall be received and read generally, 
lince 1t contains ſome of the paſlages of the: moſt fignal 
Sea-Robber, that. perhaps this Age-hathkrniown; who en- 
courag'd with ſucceſs, did with a moſt daring boldnefs, 
drive that curſed Trade for £5 years, and not —_ 
= with 


(4) 
with one misfortune,continued and improved in his vil- 
lainous courſe of life, tllat length this Captain Georee 
Cuſack (for that was his name) was taken, and being 
found guilty of unparallell'd Crimes, was put to death at 
the Execution Dock on Monday the Eighteenth of Ja- 
7Hary, 1674. according to the Sentence paſt upon him. 


Eorce Ciſack Son to one Mr. Cuſack of Cranſtoren 

in the Courty of Faſt-Meath mn Ireland, was bred 
a Schol'r and a Roman Catholick, and was difpoied by 
his Pirerts for a Fryer, but the wildneſs of his youth 
rot agreeing with a Religious Life, made him tirft xob 
his nearc{t Kinſman Mr. Beredid Arthur of Sixty pounds 
and his Watch within two Miles of D#bl;y m the year 
53: after which he went to ſerve as a private Souldier 
nN Flanders, but the ſeverity of xhat Dricipline not a- 
grecing with his loofcr temper, \he-did berdke himfelf 
tO Sca-Service 1n ſeveral Prizateers, where he continu- 
cd tor ſome timenn a private capactty ; but after frequent 
removals, his firſt Riſe was to the degree of a Gunners 
Matc aboard of Captain North, in a Voyage to Guinney; 
where being very mutinous, and uſual puniſhments not 
being able ro keep him in order, 'his' Captain put him 
aboard the Gift Frigate,” Captain Reynolds Commander, 
1 whom he fayled to Barbadoes; and after his return 
centred himiclt a Vidiſhip-man aboard Sir Edward Spragee: 
by _—_ being employed as a Preſs-Maſter in the tor- 
mer Dutch War, amongſt many others he preſtone that 
was 11 the hands of the Baylifts, taken by them upon 
Execution, and carried him clear away; for which and 
for being a. grand Mutineer, he was afterward ſeized, 
and committed. a Priſoner to the Marſhalſey tor ſome 


4 


moneths. . | 
Butat laſt being ſet at liberty, and having reſolutions 
tO 
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to raiſe himſelt by any finiſterwayes, and determining 
to ſurprize and ran away with the firſt good Ship he 
could get employment 1n, it ſo happened, that in the 
year 1668. being at Cadzz in Spain, he was entertained 
as Gunner aboard the Hopewell of Tangier, Captain Lam- 
bert Bartholomew Welters Commander. a Veſlel ofabour 
250 Tuns, and 24 Guns, bound from Tanger to Vir- 
ginia, and richly laden, who ſayling from Cadiz the (c- 
cond of September, and the next day ſpringing a Leak, 
thereupon by the general opinion of Officers aboard, 
It was thought beſt to put in at the Grand Canarges to 
[top it, where meeting with contrary winds, they con- 
ſtrained them to make more Southerly. Upon the Eighth 
of October tollowingat One of the Clock in the Morning, 
being 1n 24 Degrees and about 40 Minutes Northern 
Latitude, and about 220 Engliſh Leagues Weltward 
from. Ferre, the faid George Cuſack, with one Richard 
Purſiow, oneof the Mates or Pilots, and ſeveral others 
of their Confederates, having privately ' armed them- 
ſelves, fell upon the Watches, and by violence ſeized 
the ſaid Captain Lambert, Thomas Power Merchant and 
Supercargo of the ſaid Veſlel, Darrel Gilſon chiet Mate, 
rogether with the Boatſwain, Carpenter, Butler, and ſe- 
veral others, having f(t through'the great Cabbin door 
ſhot the Cabbin-Boy through the Thigh, and the Car- 
pcnter upon the Deck through the Buttock, whom they 
alſo wounded inthe Arm, together with the Boatſwain, 
ill whom this Colathcombunded unto the Round-houle, 
placing Guards over them, where they apprehended e- 
very minute to be murdered and thrown over-board 3 
at laſt he hawled out the ſmall Boat of tht S}yp, and by 
violence forced into the Boat Captain Lambert, with 
the chick Mate, the wounded Carpenter, the Butler. 


with three Scamen more, whom he expoſed to the mer- 
Cy 


cy of the Ocean, denying them the Long-boat, though 
thcy begged it upon their knees, without giving any 
rcea'on for ſo inhnmane an action, or having any pro- 
vocation thereunto. 

The ſaid Thomas Power being commanded out of the 
Round-houſe with the reſt, obſerving the ſaid Cxſack 
to bethe principal Conſpirator, defired to ſpeak a few 
words with him before he was put off, who replied, God 
catrme, what you hate to jay, ſay quickly ; wherenpon the 
ſid Power deſired him to Piſtol him there, rather than 
10 expole him tothe mercy of the Sea, forhe had rather 
dye a ſudden acath, than a certain lingering. one; bur 
\vithall told him, he concerv'd he had'a better way for 
the ſaving of his life, for a day or two might be of uſe 
!© him till he had takenan accomptof the Ships Cargo, & 
how ſhe was ſtored with Water and Provition, which 
having done, he might Piſto] him, or throw. him over- 
board at pleaſire, Upon which the fatd Czſack forth- 
with commanded the ſaid Power into the great Cabbin, 
under the command of two Muſquetiers, ſ{traitly char- 
ging them upon pain of death to ſhoot himit he ſpoke 
toany man. The Boat being fired at by a ſmall ſhot out 


TX Barry, and forced away, 
rl 
A 


of theGun-room by on 
Cr'ack together with [2 w, the ſame day broke open 


Captain Lambert's Cheſts, and there divided betwixt 
them all the Goods and Money in equal proportion , 
together with all the things of value belonging to Cap- 
tain Lambert 1n the great Cabbin, declaring their refo- 
[lution of running away with the Ship and Cargo, and 
of taking orlinkmgall Ships or Veſſels they ſhould meet 
with bclonging to any Nation, Engliſh only excepted: 
promiling to all perſons aboard:that joyned with them, 
their proportion and {Hares of the Ship and Cargo; to- 
gether with all other Ships they ſhould afterwards take 

or 
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BY 
or ſurprize, according to the Lawes of Pleren : ta which 
end he ordered to be drawn up in Writing an Obliga- 
tion to himſelf as Captain, and the ſaid Par/low as Lieu- 
tenant, expreſ{ingthe Reſolutions of the Subſcribersup- 
on their Oaths to live and die with them in this their 
preſent defign, to which there ſubſcribed one Thomas 
Carre alias Richardſon, tormerly Gunners Mate, ' whom 
he now made Maſter; one Nathanacl Eftan alias Hrllor, 
whom he made Maſters Mate, Moſes White made Boat- 
{wain; thirteen Servants (who all voluntarily entered 
themſclves upon the ſaid Voyage for Virginia) together 
with moſt of the Seamen, many of them not daring to 
refuſe. The perſons names not ſubſcribing nor conſent- 
Ing being John Samuel the former Boatſwain, fore woun- 
ded; Jacob Marrelly the Chirurgion, Leonard Cornell, 
the Carpenters Mate, Jacob Cornelly the chief Boy, wit 
three other Cabbin Boys, and Beprjamin Wilbius ſervant 
to the ſaid Thomus Power. All whom they forced alon 
with them. The perſons unwillingly or conſtrained- 
ly ſubſcribing the Writings were, Thowgs Wildſmith, 
Serjeant Andrew Mattes, and one Clark of Tangier Sea- 
men. After the ſeizure of the Ship he poſleſiled himſelf 
of all Letters and Writings -relating to the Voyage, as 
well belonging to Captain Lambert, as alſo thoſe inthe 
poſleſſion of Thomas Power, except three Papers onely 
which Power hath coricealed and reſerved, almoſt all 
which he threw over board, leſt any of them ſhould 
diſcover his Piratical proceedings, and could not be per- 
{waded to fave a great large Bible that conſtantly lay 
1pon the great Cabbin Table, from the mercy of the 
\Waves, which whites ſome of hisown Crew endeavour- 
cd to perſivade him to, he replyed, Ton Cowards, what 


do you think to go to Heaven and do ſuch Adions as theſe © 


No, I will make you Officers in Hell under me; and mary 
threw 
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(8) 
threw the Bible out at the great Cabbin window, ſayin; 

Go thou thy way Divinity, what have we to dg with thee 

Upon which he preſently altered his Courlſe,and ſet Say, 
for Guinney, intending there to convert the Cargo into 
Gold; in ten days time he run mto fourteen Degrees 
and a half of Northern Latitude, but not being able to 
find the Cape de Verde Ilands, and being-1gnorant whe- 
ther he was to Windward or Leeward of any of them, 
and not having above a months treih Water, he deter- 
mined to Sayle full Weſt, in hopes either of falling in 
with ſome of the Iflands, or at worſt tohave the advan- 
tage ofa. Trade Wind for Barbadoes, where he arrived 
the fourth of November following; during this paſſage, 
1s alſo before, he often ſollicited Thomas Power tocloſe 
with him in his defign,. profering hum not only his own 
z09ds; but the moyety of the Cargo belides, which 
Power refuſing; wrought i Cyſack ſuch a jealouſie of him, 
heightned with the diſcontents of his-Confederates, that 
1t was daily expected when Power ſhould be murdered, 
1rd thrown over-board, being judged the only perſon 
that was 1n a.capacity of diſcovering their piratical pro- 
ceedings. The Boat with ſeven men forced taSca, be- 
10g concluded without fail Ioft, this merry Crew of- 
'ten drunk-to them in Hell, though indeed they had 

more reaſon to conclude it nearer to themſelves, 

which they were far enough from having any appres 

henſjon of, witneſs their daily Song, and their drunken 

DVouts, Which was. 


FANG ſorrow, let's caſt away care, 


' þ the World 3s bound tofind us - 
Thou and I, and all muſt die, 
And leave this World behind us. 


| 
\ 
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The Bell ſhall ring, the Clark ſhall ſong, 
The Good old Wife ſhall wind us. 
The Sexton fhall lay our Bodies gt Clay 


Where the Devil in Hell ſhall, Ma us. 


[In this paſlage ſhe cſpied a Sayl to Windward, to 
whom ſhe gave chaſe ſome hours, ſuppoling it to be a 
Portnenize from Brazile, whom they intended to make 
a prize of, but were ont-ſayled by her, before their ar- 
rival at Barbadoes, where they determined to touch and 
{cll for ready money, as muchof the Cargo asthey could, 


as alſo to carry as many men as they could get. They 
forced Power to draw up ſeveral Articles of their own 


dictating, to prevent the difcovery of the Veſle], which 
they had likewiſe altered all they could, and now cal- 
led her the Valiant Prince, pretending her to belong to 
Dublin, from whence ſhe was freighted to Cadiz, laden 
with looſe Pipe-ſtaves, ec. by Cuſack, Barſhow, -and 0+ 
thersz and that there ſhe inveſted the produce of her 
Goods in the prefent Cargo aboard, and was bound 
for Jamaica, and ſo back for Dublin; and that ſhe hath 
loſt her Boatat Sea in foul weather with feven men init; 
when ſhe ſprung a Leak, that ſhe touch't there to take 
in freſh Water, and to ſtop her Leak only: which pre- 
tences being proclaimed at the Main-maſt, it was decla- 
red preſent Death to every man that gave out other- 


wiſe; with Order to ſayl forthwith. 
At Carlg{&eBay the Fourth of November, they ſaluted 


the Fort with ſeven Guns, who returned one: without 
touching, they keep their Courſe tor SpeightsBay, where 
they hoped to Treat with more privacy and ſecurity; 
but before they arrived there, a Sloop with the Kin 

Jack and Ancient out, was _— after them 3 Culck 


(/TO, ) 
Veſlcl lay by tor her, Wh upon her coming up, invited 
her Boat aboard, who examined Crſ/ack whence he was. 
.and whither bound, who. anſwered as formerly agreed 
on. The Boat left one Thomas Fox aboard to bring him 
10 an Anchor in Speight Bay, who immediately acquain- 
ted Crſack with the late: ws. 40 of the Boat, & the ſeven 
mci1 in ker thar he pretended he had loſt at Sea, and 
that it he touch't there, my Lord Willonghby would pre- 
{ently fcize hims that Caprain Lambert had acquainted 
my Lord with all particulars; and that there was a 
Privatcer ſetting out, that was ordered to purſue and 
retake him: that the ſaid Fox knew his delign, and re- 
folved to live and dic with him. Upon which Informa- 
tion Cxſack, called for a Piſtol, and allo Parſlow fired at 
the ſmall Boat of the Sloop, bur neither going off, the 
Sloop ſteered away, which Cxfack repented he. had nor 
either ſunk, or forcibly carried away with him. 
From thence he immediately reſolved tor Martinics 
a French Itland, and: about cleven a Clock the fame 
night he was overtaken by a ſmall Vetlel manned out 
by my Lord Wloughby ; who buing to Windward, and 
within ſhot of Cuſack, he fired about eleven Guns at 
ker; upon which the Vetlel immediately tacked and 
returned without tiring a Gun: the next Day being 
betwixt Sandz Lucia and Martinico, and being be- 
calmed towards the Evemng, he eſpicd a Katch ply- 
ing to Windward, which he made towards all he could, 
but night coming on, he haled ont and manned his 
Long-Boat with twelve men, whom he doubly armed. 
and commanded them to Board and take her whatſo- 
ever ſhe was; the Long-Boat haling her, received this 
account, Thatihe belonged to Fluſhing, and wasbound 
to Sirenam, and deſired them to keep oft; upon which 
they durſt not attempt her: but Cxſack by this time 
coming, - 


p . p . F - [s * a 
Pe <= Od otro SH. 
«+ nd » x * N p L . ' 


[{-C #27) | 
coming up ( the Katch not altering her Courſe) hailes 
her himſelf, being within Muſquet ſhot, and comminds 
her to Strike, otherwiſe he would fmk her; but recei- 
_ ving no anſwer, he fired abont ten Guns at her, beſides 
ſome Small-ſhot, thmking himſelf ſure of her; but in 
half an hours time ſhe got the Windward and eſcaped ; 
hut what damage 1s uncertam. | 
The Eighth of November being Sunday, by break of 
day, with the King's' Jack and | ax out he came to 
an Anchor, betwixt the Town of Martinmico and Carbat, - 
giving himſclf out for a Man of War, bonnd from Lon- 
don to Jamaica; that he intended to touch at, but had 
miſled Barbadoes. and wanting Water and Wood touch- 
cd there to ſupply himſelf, which all the men aboard 
were then to give out upon pain of Death. With thefe 
pretences he ſent hrs Boat aſhore to the Fort, in which 
_ returned aboard with him one Mr. Blake an Englifh- 
man, pretending hinfelfe an Interpreter, with" two 
Engliſh-men more, and ſome French, who acquamted 
him, thatthe Governour was at Carbat at Church; and 
that it was both cuſtomary for others, and would bene- 
ceſſary' for him to kiſs his hands; afluring him of all 
fair accommodation there. Upon their importunity, to 
gether with the invitation of the Captain of the Guard 
(by whom heſent theſaid Governour a large Looking- 
Glaſs as a Preſent) he wasprevailed with to go aſhore, 
and preſently commanded with him Thomas Power: the 
Church being near the Sea-{1de, and their Service then 
ended, the. Governour Morſer la Bier (with many fol- 
lowers) meets Cxſac, whodiſcourſed with himin French: 
Power 1t ſeems concerving there was then before him a 
moſt tit Opportunity, not'only to difcover the piratical 
proceedings of Cuſack, but to recover the Veſld and 
Cargo, and bring the Pirates to condigne puniſhment, 
B 2 | acquaints 


(12) 

acquaints the Governour with the ſum and ſubſtance of 
what has been here related touching the Ship 1n the pre- 
ſence of Cuſack, which was. interpreted to him by the 
Black in the preſence and hearing of two or three En- 
gliſh-men more and many French, deſiring the Gover- 
nour that he would ſecure Cz/ack, with the Boats Crew 
(whoallalledged their Veflel a Man of War, and Power 
only a Paflenger, whom they were to deliver at Jamai- 
ca, to which they were all ready to give their Oaths ) 
Power profering to make good the Truth of his accuſa- 
tion with his Life, and for the better. fatisfaction of the 
Governor, then produced the Orders and Inſtructionsof 
his Principals, together with his Letter of Attorney, and 
Captain Lamtbert's General Bill of Lading, ſigned with 
his own hand, (which Papers, it ſeems, Power had pri- 
vatcly ſecured), deſiring they might be read; but Mon- 
fenr la Bier would neither ſuffer them to be read, nor 
ſecure Cuſack, nor prote&t Power, nor ſend for other Te- 
ſtimonies from aboard, though he was earneſtly entrea- 
ted to do it; only ordered Power to draw up 1n writing 
what he had to charge C#ſack with, and he would give 
him a farther hearing: Power not being believed, and 
being forced to ſhift for himſelf, Cuſack with what men 
hecould getmakes haſteaboard; and notdaring to ſtay 
to weigh his Anchor, cuts his Cablethe _—_— and 
Itands off to Sea, and the next Morning carly ſends his 
Boat aſhore doubly arm'd to Leeward of the Town , 
and Waters and Woods by force, or at leaſt by private, 
CONNIVENCE. _ 

From thence he makes for Mourntſerrat,. where he.and: 
the reſt of his Confederates being under thcſerfe of their 
own gwlt, and knowing themſelves fully diſcovered; 
endeavoured to piece up a kind of agrecment with the 
Governour Colonel Stapleton, but not daring to, truſt 


themſelves underhis power, and being informedthat my 
W.- Lord 
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(13) 
Lord Willoughby was then upon his way for Erglard, and 
intended to viſit and ſtrengthen the Leeward Ifſands in 
his paſſage, he withdrew himſelf to a ſmall Iſland called 
Anexilla, where the Governour Captain Howel (being 
informedof their villany, by thediſperſed intelligence of 
Power) upon his coming aſhore ſe1zed himand his Boats 
Crew, the particulars whereof you have here expoſed to . 
your peruſal as it was taken outof Crfacks own Journal, 
under hisown hand-writing, by which you may notonly 
diſcover the nature of the man, but from thence expert- 
ence how cuſtom in fin begets inſome men an opinion 
of the lawfulneſs of their ations, though never ſocrim- 


nal, vilainous or injurious. 


December the 9th. 1668. I went aſhore, ſays he, with 
five men to lookafter fix menthatrunn'd from the Ship, 
and ſome fivemiles in the. Country after Idrunk a little 
Molby at Captain Hews, one Roch comes 1n and told me 
that two Dutchmen run away with the Beat; and hear-- 
ing this Iaroſe to goaway, and ſtept ſome 49or 50 paces _ 
from the Houſe, they told me if I went any further I was 
a dead man, then I did ſuppoſe | was. betrayed; then . 
came one ſuddenly and profered tolay hold on me, think- - 
ing that IT had nothing but my Cane, with that Tpull'd ' 
out a Pocket Piſtol and bid- him ſtand off; and ſo came 
through twoof their ambuſhes, meeting in my way one 
of their Lieutenants, called Lieutenant Derrick, whom.I 
truſt fin amongſt the. reſt' of his conſorts in the wood, 
and ſo going along until my wearied Icggs miffing the 
path-way were forced mnto the woods, where they were 
ſufficiently torn, till at laſt being very 1ry with ſuch un-- 
ſfatiable thirſt, I found apuddle of rain water which con- - 
tained to the value of apintbetwixt wwo Rocks, ſharing 
to cvcry one hisportion, we marched further, and bei 


troubled: 
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&] C14 | el 
troubled with the former thirlt, weſpicd a Houſe in the 
wilderneſs butthe place a httleplainer, where I cfpied a 
woman big with child, tearing to fright the woman we 
asked for ſome water which ſhetendred to us at our re- 
queſt, and withall raking notice of our wearied limbs to 
be ſcarce ableto ſuſtain our bodics treated me with a civil 
entertainment in her houſe, which was a Cup of cold 
water, being at that preſent morc welcome to me than 
Gold, there Iſtayed for two hours to revive my thirſty 
ſoul which breathed tor air, after this little ſpace af time 
comes one John Merideth,and one Bedhel!,both Merchants 
who courted me to'yicld npon terms, and deliver my 
Sword and Pittolsto them, and the Covernour ſhould do 
the ſame, to which I did gryeconſent being unable tolive 
in thoſcſolitary and rather venemous woods, where Mzr- 
wings & Muſculers{timg'dusas badas IF affs, then honour 
was forced to yicld to unworthincls, for as atloon as the 
Governor (orrathcra Swine driver) had {pied my Rapie; 
in one of thoſe Gentlemens hands he forced him to dcl1- 
ver my Rapicrand Piſtols, and this finiſhed, t:]] the next 
day following he ſummonned me again, and Idehvered 
my ſelf up upon conditions that I ſhould have all my 
cloathes and monevs belonging unto mc 1n the Ship. But 
what could ] expect of a rebcllious and unworthy Baz- 
dida which never did farmliar himſelt with men, but 
with wild goatsin thoſe woods, he left me with one ſute of 
cloaths and one ſhirt to my back, continuing among 
thoſeSatyrs from the crghth day:to the fifteenth, torequitc 
my former kindncts ſent up with, me twomore, the Boat- 
{wain and another, all three wTrons, down a Shallaps 
hold, denying me only to breath in the Hatch-way, as it 
that Thad perpetrated the greateſt murder in the world, 
which wasa great vexationtomy Spirit, which with great 
courage being never inferiour to any, overcame this 
villainous action with paticnce. Ii 


_—_ _ 


We . Y 


YAO 


LY 


— = « \ » ta} | wf 5 4 q:4 Y A \. - "3 x wa, "4 : = : 
47 4h. C2” s 'Yc) _— ys, ONSCELE WT. 3 - 5% Ad \. Tn = An F -} * ; 


(#83 


It would be too tedious to inſert here the havock that was 
'  madeof the Ship and Cargo and Stores, with the hard 
(age of Captain Lambert, and the Supercargo Power, 
the deſren of this Paper being only to purſue the life and 
ation of Cuſack who from hence was fent up in Irons to 
Barbados, where being committed to the Marſhals Cu- 
ſiody, and afterwards to the Common-Coal, he with je- 
vert other Felons broke Priſon, and jeizing upon an 
erpty. Boat Tentured to Sea, and touching at an 1n- 
ian Itland or two to refrefh themſelves got aown ta 
Fartodos a French IHland, where being arrived ke met 
with 2n opportunity of ſurprizing another Ship to a grea- 
ter value, the Particulars whereof you have as foloweth. 


A Frigat of 250 Tunsand 28 Guns mounted, called 
the Saint Joſeph, belonging to David Godfry of Lisbox 
Merchant, andothers hispartners then reſiding at Rockel, 
being laden with Campeach Wood, Varenxs Tobacco, Coce, 
and other Merchandize to the value ofg250c0 pieces 
of Eight, whereof 20000 were in ready money, and being 
ready to fail in the Monthof March 1669. whereof one 
Peter Aſdel was Captain, and Stephex Goliard Merchant 
or Supercareo; who confideringthe hazard the Ship and 
Cargo might run by the Spaniſh Men of Warin thole parts, 
who make prize of all Ships but their own betwixt the 
Tropick, thought it convenient for the better ſecurity of 
the Ship to ſtrengthen her with asmany men as they could _ 
conveniently get,and amongſt many others unfortunately 
received aboard George Cuſack and his Fellows, who ha-- 
ving now bcen uſed and pretty well experimented 1m the - 
Tradeof ſurprizing, and having before-hand contrived 
andagreed upon their defigned Treachery,theFirſtof-4- 
2r1tollowing being the ſame night oftheir Tr 
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tell upon the Maſter and Merchant, and the reſt of the 
Frenchaboard being 27 in number, whomhaving maſte- 
red and ſecured in the Hold, they immeduately ſet Sayl 
for Carthagine, and there expoſed them to the mercy of 
the Spaniards their ſore enemies without any relief or 
maintenance in a molt miſerable condition, where they 
remained 17 Months incloſe Impriſonment ; he and his 
tollowersin the meantime making for New-England, con- 
cludethey might now pals with more ſecurity and out of 
fear of diſcovery, the proprictors being 1nno condition to 
purſue them or difperle Intelligence concerning the fact; 
during this paſlage we may reaſonably conclude theircar- 
riageand behaviour was not much ditferent from that of 
their former, if weconſider only the new name they gave 
the ſecond Piratical purchaſe, calling her now by the 
name of the Flying Dez il, asindeed ſhe might be ſoterm- 
ed, as having none but Devils aboard her; however 
though the wind that fills Pyrats Sayls does 1nno caſe 
-aſtifietheir actions, they ſhortly afterarrived ſately up- 
on the Coaſtsof New-Eneland, where ina ſhorttime the 
diſpoſed of the Cargo of their Veſſel, and waar 
burntthe Hull, as will appear moreparticularly by the en- 
ſuing Letter trom thence. 
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Boſton, N.E. Decemb. 23. 1673: 


Mr. GEORGE NEVIL, 

IR, Yours by Mr. Tirry I received, and ſhould have 
been glad without the recommendation of our Kinſman 
pon that common account of Courteſte and aſſiſtance, that the | 
courſe of Commerce and obligations of humanity is due to 


ſtrangers to have opportunities and means to have anſwered 
your 
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your requeſt ;, but as I was at Rachel when the Pyrat-Cuſack 
came into theſe parts, jo I cannot particularly asqutaint you 
with hzs negotiations here; but ſmce my return home by proen- 
rations from Mr. Boſlereao ar Agent from Rochel, [ have 
been put upon enquiry after the concernment you recommended 
tome, and find that the JuriſdiGion under which I live, viz. 
the Colonie, newer conntenarced the 1portation of any of Fs 
Commodities, but upon penalty of ſorfeiture interdided tic 
ſame, however ſome ofthe inhabitants of this place, and perſons 
of conſtderableintereſt and eſtates concerned themſelves with 
the perſon that purchaſedtke Cargo, and landed and diſpoſed - 
of the ſame in the Colonie of New-Plimouth, azd' alfo 
made purchaſe of the Ship, and in cxchange furniſhed the Py- 
rate with a ſmall veſſelor two totranſport himſelf &-Comrades. 
and upon conſideration that the F rigat was not worth ſetting 
to Sea or .not worthy to drink any other water, the Artillery, 
Ammunition, Sayles and Eurnitures being. ſecured they-barnt 
the bottom. Inrderſtand that the common people of this Co- 
lony manifeſted agreat diſſatisfaGtion atthe concernment of- 


thoſe that intereſtedthemſelzes, alſo that the authority reſented 


the ſame, and took ſecurity. fromtione Dominick Bodkiny a 
Iriſh -2a7, the principal correſpondent with Cuſack, toreſpohd 
the claims of ſuch as were concerned inthe ſaid Ship,an d ſhoultd- 
in a year and a day proſecute the ſame; but the ſaid term be-- 
1ng elapſed and no demand made, his Bonds became void, ana 
ke bythe improving of what his profit was there , is become te-* 
ry conſiderable, andthis year hath been here with azeryrich 
Cargo; and hadthe order you intimate met hinz, it might polſ;= 
bly have prevailed for ſome competent ſatisfaFion ; the Magi- = 
ſtrates and People hearmeg a general difplacency again ue |, 
that were concerned, but him in particular, as beinttbe onIyana” 
immediate Agent ; he js gone kence for Vitginia dud thinre is 
ntended for Flanders, with at leaſt a ro00 Hogs headsof T O- 
bacco in two Ships upon. his imployment ;, and in regard his 

: C ſucceſs 
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ſucceſs here bath been: ſo gnod, 'tisprobable he may come here a- 
gain, Hereby your ſelf ar friends may, know how ta govern 
their expeJations, and wherein I may ſerve you or thera I ſhall 


be ready to aſſure you Þ am 


Your faithful friend and ſervant. 


Richard Wharton. 


Cuſack having thus altered the property both of Vel- 
fel and goods, and being no- doubt plentitully {ſtored both 
with moniesand rich goods, hisinſatiate defire ſti] thirſt- 
ing after more, he could not torbear enlarging his own 
ſhare, though with the loſs of. ſeveral of his own Crew, 
whobeing big with cxpectations.of. their proportions of 
the wholeproduct, and being reſolved. to be more than: 
ordinarily meiry aſhore, at.parting-he gives thema [mall 
ſum of money tothat purpoſe, and: whilſt they were in 
the height their merriment., he with the reſt of his 
Countrymenand principal Confederates make all the Sail 
they could, leaving their Fellows asempty of their:-hopes 
as full of their hquor, a pleaſant butnotſathcient reward 
tor ſuch villains. Hence heſteers his courſe for Ireland, 
and though report givesanaccompt-af ſome {mall depre- 
dations, he was guilty. of 1n his way thither, yet I am 
unwilling to trouble.the Reader with matters of uncer- 
tainty , his whole life being a ſeries. at: continned V1l- 
lainies, of which there are too many and too- true ir- 
ſtances. Wh 

Being therefore arrived in Jrelaxd, and having diſpo- 
{ed of. the produttof hisill-gotten purchaſes as he thought 
moſtconvenient, and ety mighttollow his old trade 
with leſs ſuſpicjon , he provides himſelt with an old 


Greenland. Shallap, and with others of his Crew purting 
to 
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| (19) 
to Sea, in Saint George his Channel they meet with a 
Maliigo Ship of Twenty four Guns, fraighted by own Mr. 
Fleming , and bound for Glaſco in Scotland , whom _ 
they made towards all they could, and coming up =—_ 
her pretended themſelves to be Shipwrackt men, an 
were ready toſtarvefor want of ſuſtenance, theCaptain 
out of pitty received them aboard asdiſtrefled men, and 
having plentifully relieved them with all things neceſla- 
ry, lintle expeing ſo fad areturn of his kindneſs, they 
according to their Wwonted cuſtom ſeized the Velle], and 
carried her for Galloway in Ireland, where they diſpo- 
ſed of her and her Cargo, and ſent the Captain and his 
men in the Greenland Shallop to the mercy of the Seas, 
whoby Godsprovidencegot the Exgliſh ſhores. 


— o— _— %- 


But now his many and frequent Piracies having ren- 
dred him notorious1n thoſe Seas, he thought it moſt Ph to 
retire himfelf for ſome tirhe within land, and to, that end 
having provided himſelf with Horſes, he aſlociates him- - 
ſelf with a Company of Tories, andaftermany robberies, 
he could not forbear fallingupon the Houſe of one Wibh- .. 
am Chanvelly a Quaker, for which ſome Months after he 
was apprehended aud committed to Priſon in Dublin, 
where puttitig in Bail for his appearance the Term fol- 
lowing, 1n the interim he made for Exgland, acquaint- 
ing his Bail that he was gone thither to endeavor to pro- 
curehis pardon, which if he obtained he would then re- 
m- m certain weeks, otherwiſe he muſt ſhift for him- 
elt. | 

After his privateabodein England for ſome time, he 
went overfor Holland,where prying to andagainfor ſome 
advantage, andpretending to have deſerted the &re»ch 
Service, and that he intended for England, having ſe- - 
veral affociates along with him he became — 
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with one Simon Harcourt, who was taken on by ore Vir. 
Calhoon owner of the Ship Robert, for Maſter of that Ship 
upon a Voyage to Newcaſtle, with whom confederating 
for the ſurprize of the Veſlel, they accordingly effected 
their deſign as paiticularly appears by the depoſitions 
following. 


Edward Creſwel of London-derry maketh Oath, that 
about the firſt day of July laſt paſt, being aboard the 
Skip, called the Robert, oe Mr. Calhoorc Leing 
owner, the ſaid Ship being bound from Amſterdam to | 
Newcaftle, ove Symon Harcourt being Maſter, did 
take in one Smith, alias Dixon, alzas Cuſack, with ſc- 
zeral others of the ſaid Cuſacks Companions, pretend- 
ing themjeles tobe paſſengers, avid the ſaid Shipbeing 
at Sea, this Deponent didoften obſerte the ſaid Har- 
court aud Culack and the reſt of the pretended Paſ- 
ſengers whiſpering together, which gave this - Depo- 
nent cauſe to believe, that the ſaid Harcourt and Cu- 
lack, and the reſt of his pretended Paſſengers, did 
intend to ſurprize and ſeize the ſaid Ship: [oon after 
oe of Cuſacks Companions (this Deponent being a- 
ſleep) came to him with a Sword drawn in his hand, 
and did awake this Deponent ſtriking kim over the 
face with the flat of kis Sword, and calling him Dog, 
Swearing ſeveral Oaths, uling the Deponent in a very 
ill manner, and ſaid the Ship was their own, and-that 
they ſeized her by Vertue of a French Commiſſion, aud 
afterward came up with three Ships, two Swedes, and, 
one Dane, and Robb d them, leaving them not ſo much 
as Viduals to maintain them for wenty Jour Hours, 
having taken their Sails, Cables and Anchors, leaving 
' them to the mercy of the Sea, and one Main-Sail: and 
having begged on their knees jor ther Forc-Sail, and 
4 "7 1.11 Anchor, 
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Anchor, in a paſſwon they let thets Vater go out of their 
Casks which 145 pa < to them than their Vitals. 

he bidding them go,the Devil would furniſh theme, ith © 
Sails and Anchors; this Deponent having.huaybly 
begged for a Sute of his ownCloaths, after all being taken 
from him but his Shirt and his Ibrnwr; Cuſack with 

his Sword drawn cauſed him toleap over loard, and' if 

the Danes Boat had not been near, (whom they had 
Robb'd ) this Deponent had been Woods plas this 
Deponent fur 'rtkcr maketh Oath that they ron out of 

the ſaid Swede Ship, a parcel of Dollars tg © hs value of 
1000. 45 this Deponent on Oath beliec es, withnaxeh 
otker Merchant goods; It was made out upon Oath; by 
the Maſter of the ſaid Swede Ship, before theConneal 

of Elſenore, that he did take out of the ſaid Ship all the 
Viduals and Water, excepting half a Barrel of, Water 
and alittle broken Biſquet, end Wy them but with\one 
Sail and one Anchor, and that the ſaid Ship was left - © 
to the mercy of the Se ca, having fourteen * Sailing 

to Elſenore. 


Jurat. the 22 dayof September, 1674- 
caram me, Ma. By amffon. : 


Being poſleſſed of the Veſſel, ſoon after that he ſei- 
zed aries Ship called the Saint Arne of 500 Tuns, 
bound from Norway to Loxdon with Timber and Deals, 
chtetly belonging to Captain Shorter of the Bank: ſides 
and at the ſame time ſeized an old Fly-Boat. belonging 
to'a Daxe, which after having p ye Gar and taken a- 
way her Fore-ſayl, with one Abbe and a Cable, and 
utterly diſabled her, he put the men into. her that be- 
longed to the Saint Arne, and turncd her adrift. whom 
It eaſed God, after much hazzard and, has iy, to 
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'Jed with the Saint 4rme to Aberdeen 1n Scotland, where 
(having diſpoſed of parcel of her loading by the way) 
he ſold her and her remaining lading for betwixt 2and 
3 hundred pound,though ſhe was eſteemed worth about 
threethouſand pound: after which he came to the Thames, 
and had the confidence to come to an Anchor bctwixt 
the Forts at Grazeſend, where he continued twonights 
and a day; but not finding him(clt ſecure there, he re- 
tired to Lee-Road, where he Jay nine days before any 
diſcovery was made of him; but notice being given to 
one Licutenant Colonel Kennedy, (whowasthe manthat 
took him) by the Owner of the Ship Robert of her ſur- 
prize, and Lientenant Colonel K ernedy receiving inti- 
mation of her'being at Lee, obtained a Warrant for her 
apprehenſion from the Court of oagrizy”s which was 
accordingly executed, as appears by the following De- 
volition. 


James Dalton of Sat Giles 1n the Fields, in the County * 
of Middleſex, maketh Oath, that he this Deponent 
on the twenty fourth of Auguſt laſt came to Lee with 
Lientenant Colonel Kennedy, about ten of theClock 7 
the Ezenine, and the ſaid Colonel Kennedy then ha- 
ving a Warrant from the Judge of the Admiralty to 

' ſeize a Skip called the Robert, this Deponent then 

knowing her to be a Robber or Pirate, for he ſailed in 
her when ſhe belonged to one My. Calhoone the right 
Owner, and was on board her when ſhe was ſurpriſed 
by Captain Cufack, alias Smith, alias Dixon, who 
then came as a Paſſenger in her from Amſterdam a- 
bout June laſt; about four Leagues from the Fly, the 
 faid Smith, alias Dixon, alias Cuſack, ſeized the ſaid 

Ship; and a few hours after came ap with three Ships, 

viz. two Swedes and one Dane, and robbed an 4 

| their 
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#heir Sayls, Anchors, Merohandize, and Provifiea, 
leaving nothing but. one Sayl and Anchor t6 eath, and 
left theme to the mercy of God and: the Sea, and;came 
into Alford Creck, and ſold the Plunder there, this 
Depoment being then one af the Ships Commanys, all 
which this [Deponent. im formed: the Juſtice of inthe pre* - 
ſence of the ſaid [.reutenant Colonel Kennedy mwhon 
they came to him with. the Warrant: of Admiralty, to 
ſeize the ſaid: Ship: and: farther, that he was a. noto- 
rious and deſperate. perfor, ha cared aat what; he. did. 
And thas Deponent too' then: defired Hit [wick Juſtice tt 
be wery-carefkl of : the: Priſoners which: hagd-ow favro. 
out: of the Ship,. fon-they wanld: nſe' all violent. and. ag» 
Soup means ta carry off. the: ſaid Ship; their lives. 
ne at: ſtake : a ſeid Fuſtioe replyed,. thay. were: 
all honeſt men, the Ship ſhonld: not be taken, anna, be: 
would. jerure- it, which he ſaid in-preſence' of, (:olonel: 
Kennedy and one Mr. Dermot and others ; notmith- | 
ſtanding that the ſaid Juſtice did ſay, that he had a. 
ſuſpicion of thew: the: next. Morning. after the Ship 


CANAE. 


Jurat\ 19; dieSeptembs 1674. | 
Coram me, Ma. Bramſtor, 


The ſaid Ship-Robber boy thus ſecured at Lee, and 
his Sayls brought aſhore, and ſecured there alſo, Cxſack, 
at the ſame time being abſent upon new defigns” for” 
more purchaſe, but hearing how things went, makes all - 
the haſte he could to Lee, where he and his Comrades . 
partly by force, and partly by connivence, repolleſt | 
thefn(glves of Ship and Sayls, and turned theman aſhore . 
that was in poſleflion of herz Colonel Kennedy then 


being with the Judge of the Admiralty. for a ſpecial 
Warrant : . 
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Warrant': which-being obtained, he returned with one 
of his'\Majeſties Tackts, and Mr.. oyres the Marſhal of 
the Admiralty, who purſued the ſaid Veſlel, and found 
her at Anchor near the Eſex-{hore, waiting for more of 
their Comrades to come aboard. When Cxſack ſaw the 
Kings Tacht and Colours, he would have engaged, but 
hismen would not : he being on the Deck with a Piſtol 
ineach hand, ſwore God dam him that ke ſhowuld be hanged, 
which was tothe greatgrief and loſsof many a Merchant, 
thathis Oath wasnot ſooner kept, and tothe good of o- 
chers ſo ſoon, leaving hisShipplentifully victualled with 
freſh Meat; for he and his Crew the two Nights they 
were gone had ſtolen a number of Sheep from Eſſex, ac- 
cording to their wonted cuſtom, whereof ſome killed, 
ſome alive were found aboard: he was conſtramed with 
the reſt to ſubmit himſelf a Priſoner, and from thence 
was brought and committed to the: Marſhalſey in South- 
wark. | 


It now remains, that I give you an Account of the Try- * 
al and Sentence of this famous Pirate, which cannot 
be better taken than from the Accompt then, which 
followeth. | 


Exact Narra tive 


Or FRE 


TRY AST Sl 


Or /FRE 


PYRATS: 


AND 


All the Procttbincs at the late Goat: 


Delivery of the -Lamiralty, Held in the Old-Bayly, on 
1hwr/day and Saturday, the 7th and gth of Fan. 167%. 


WHERE 
Eight Perſons were Condemned to dye. Y%z. 


Capt. Georee Cuſack, alias JC Gerrard Stack, 
Dixon, alias Smith, Henry Lovewell. 


Gerrard Coundon. Symon Harcourt. 


IVilliam Collingwood. Michael Fitz-Gerald. 


For taking,and Robbing Two Ships, viz. the Robere,near 

the Fly: And the Anre on the Dog ger-Sands , WL: h | 
(cveral others, 

Lnd may 'y other Circumſtances there very Pg © 7 he 


like Court having not been held for many years before. 
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Printed in the Year, 1675. 
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Tryais of the P yrars; 


AND 


Al the PzoctetpinGs at the late Goal- 
Det /very of the Admiralty ; Held in the Old-Batly,'-- 


on 7 p:rſday, and S2turday, the 7th and 
91 of 7 at R277), 167... 
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Dixon, and at other times Smith, with e- 
, veral oi h15 Conicderates, having beende- 
tained yh0ve SIX Months Pritoners 1n the 
Marſhaiſes, in order to their Tryals: 

Which at laſt was appointed to ke on 7 hurſday the 7th. 
ob Tamar y Inftant, at Fuſtice-Ha! in the Old-Batly, as'a 
Place molt convenient for that purpole. But this 
D 2 Captain 


> Aptain Ceorze Cnſaci , lometimes called? 
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Captain, being it ſeems Conſcious to his own Merits, 
ws apprehenſive of the Danger ; on A7unday betore 
1n the Night- time, broke Priſon , Gettin "g 6M down 
a Chimney into a lower Chamber, and then by a 
Rope into a Garden, and ſo Cleverly made his Eicape : 
And could not be heard of till this very 7 hurſday, juſt 
as the Court was going to fit. 

Art which time , Diligent Enquiry having been 
made all wayes, and Rewards promiſed tor his Dilco- 

\?try , News came, That there was notice of him at 
1 certain Houle towards the Upper end of Holbourz. 
Where immediately after he was taken in Bed with 
a Woman , who was brought along with him, forth. 
with to the 01d. Baily, and was by ſome repor ed to be 
his Siſter. The other Priſoners were brought over 
the Water with a {trong Guard. 

The Court was held by a Special Commiſſion of 
Over and Zerminer, and Goal-Delivery, directed to 
Honourable Petlons of the Court of Jamir. uty ; and 
leveral of his Majelties Juſtices of the Courts at ///t- 
minſter, &. A Silver Oar was born beforc the Fudge 
of the Admiralty, And Three Anchors put upon a 
Cloth above the Kings- Arms, over the Bench. 

The Judge after the Commiſſion read, gave his 
Charge to the Grand-Inquelt, in an Excclfent Ora- 
tion, acquainting them with his Majcſtic's Right of 
Soveraignty over the Britiſh Seas , even to the very 
Shoars of his Neighbours. That they have alwavyes 
been accounted, The Royal Chambers of our Engliſh 
Monarchs : Whole Juriſ diction exrends to punith all 
Outragcs, Violences and Offences whatſoever, com- 
mitted thereupon, by any perſons, (whether his Sub- 
jects, or Strangers.) upon Ships, Perſons, or Goods, of 
eur 0% 3 Nation, Or others 1n Amity with us. Then 

le 
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he ſhewed the heynoulneſs of rhe Crime of Pyracy ; 
That it was againit the Law of Nations, Deſtructive to 

Commerce : and therefore particularly branded by our 
Engliſh Laws, b; being excepted oun of the benefit of 

Clergy ; allowed in other caſes. Dividing the Of- 
tences he had to give them in Charge, as the ſubjects 

of their Enquiry at this time, into things againſt the 

Statute Jaw ; and things contrary to the Laws, Cuſtoms 

and Hſages or; the Admiralty, On each of which, he 

particularly enlarged. And: among{lt other things, 

deciared the Ceremony of the Flagg, to be our King's 
Indubitable Right , w hereby all Ships whatſoever, 1n- 
thole Scas,are bound to ſtrike to thole of hisMajelties, 
where cver they meet them: And that all that refule 
{0 to do, are ievercly puniſhable by the Zavs of the 
Aamiralty,&c. 

Immediately after this, Six Priſoners were brought 
to the Barr, viz, George Cuſack, /Villiam Coundon, Ger- 
rard Stack, Symon Harcourt, Henry Zovewell, and #/- 
Ham Collingwood ; Who were Indicted, For that on the 
Third day of July lait paſt, they Pyratically, and Fe- 
loniouſly did ſet upon a Ship called the Robert, near a. 
place called the #{y, on the Coaſts of Hollaxd, And by 
another Indictment, 7 hat they had Feloniouſly ftolPn fe- 
veral Goods out of another Ship,whoſe name to the Turours 
was unknown, To both thele /2dritments they pleaded 
ot Guilty, But upon the Zvidence,the Caſe appeared 
to be 1n elect thus : Cy/acx,and others of his Company, * 
having a Defign to Rob this Ship, and underſtanding. 
the Maſter wanted Sea-men, ſet Two of their Confe- 
dcrates to offer their Service to him. Where they were: 
entertained , and at lait bztrayed the Ship into his. 
hands: which he carried it away. Bs. 2 

The Captain at the hirit took lone exceptions to the 
Jury, 


- 
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Jury , not for any prejudice againſt any particular 
men of them ; but becauie they were Citizens, who 
did not (he taid) underſtand Maritime-Attairs. And 
that it was neceſſary, Sea-Captains, and Maſters of 
Ships ſhould have becn Impanvrell'd. Upon which oc- 
calion he cryed out, /Ye will be 7 ryed (my Lord) by men 
of our 9w3 Trade! Which being underitood in another 
tence, made not only the Audience, but his tellow Pri- 
foners to laugh heartily. Bit being over-Tuled 1n thus, 
he next in{ifted on a Commſgo:; from the French King. 
Which was read , but was tound to be uirected to an- 
other perion: But he aliedged,it was his Kintman,who 
had the Grant of a Commm/ſoz at the tarae tune; and 
that by miitake the Commipos were changed: and io 
his Kiniman's Commihon tent to him trom Cailice to 
Zondon. where he paid a Sum 0: Mouney tor it to the 
French Reſident : And that he not being able to read 
French, could not perceive the Errovr, but ated by it; 
not doubting but that it 12d been his own, An tat 
this Ship the Robert, was never mano any tree Yiith of 
Enetand, but the Owners were Ditch, $n. iived 1n 
Rotterdam: and that he hoped the Cov © vould allow 
of hts Commiſſion, 
| The Court told him, The Commiſion was nothing 
worth. For if it had been directed ro him, (as it was 
not) there was yet no power given hin thereby to 
1eize Ships of Ez2laxd, as this proved to be. Bclides, 
_ they ask'r, How he drurſt take a Commiſiton from any {or- 
rein Prince,'airettly contrary to the late 7 reaty, and his 
AMajeſtie's Proclamation ? To which he Replyed, 7 hat 
his Coutmiſi'on bore date before that Proclamation. And 
beſides in{z:ted, Z hat whereas by the [na'timent he was 
charged with an Offence committed Sapcr altum Mare, 
pon the Ser; This Ship was taken in ore of the Dutch 
Perts, 


_—_— 


# 44 : - 
= nl / of GS F '\ Vi 4 . . : | , A . : | py oy 5 ; _ + an 
Rog SH VL.CO_,. ee, ENTITIES © BRANT EC CCENELAE CIT 
/ Y 4 of 7 Aft AY a $ ” #T% 
pe 7 CW PF 


[31] 


Ports, ard ſo not appertaining to the Turiſdittion of the 
Engliſh Zamzralty. But this the Witneſles refuted, 


proving ſhe was taken Three Leagues out at Sea,from 
the #y. 


This Mr. Cy/ack appeared to be a Perſon of a Clear 


Courage, and good underſtanding : he pleaded very 
well tor his lite, but the matter was too foul to be 
waſht oft with good words, 


The Court having withdrawn about an hour, re- 


turned to give Judgment. Which was performed in 
moſt Grave and Solid Speeches, ſetting forth the na- 
ture, and aggravations of their Crimes, and adviſing 
them to prepare for death,&c. Captain Cuſack pre- 
ſented a Petition ; wherein he begg'd his life very pa- 
thetically : Recounting his former Services , -and of- 


fering himſelf to the Service of his Majeſtie's Galliesat 


7 angier , till by his future good Demeanour and 
Services, he might waſh off the ſtains of his late ill 
Actions,&c. Moſt of the others preſented Petitions 
allo, defiring Mercy and Favour of the Court : who 


proceeded to give Judgment. Which againſt Captain 
Cuſack, and the Seven others, before mentioned, to be | 
Convicted for Pyracy and Robbery, was, That they - 


{horld be hang'd till they were dead, 
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